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Abstract: With the continuous growth of globalization, cultural blending and cross-cultural 
communication have become more and more frequent. In this context, in-depth study and 
discussion on the application of China traditional cultural elements in modern interior design will 
not only help to carry forward the excellent tradition of Chinese culture, but also provide a broader 
development idea for modern interior design. This paper mainly discusses the application value of 
China traditional cultural elements in modern interior design, and analyzes the application methods 
of China traditional cultural elements in modern interior design from different angles such as color, 
painting and calligraphy, patterns and patterns. By skillfully using these elements, interior design 
can have more cultural connotation and characteristics, and create a unique visual effect and 
cultural atmosphere; Moreover, it can also provide new ideas and inspiration for interior design, and 
show the unique charm of China traditional culture. It is hoped that this research can provide some 
useful references and suggestions for modern interior design in China. Moreover, I also hope to 
contribute to the inheritance and growth of China traditional culture through this research. 

1. Introduction 
With the economic development and material richness of modern society, people have higher 

and higher requirements for living, office and other indoor space environments, which not only 
need to meet the material functional needs, but also meet the spiritual needs of aesthetics, interest 
and sentiment[1]. In this era, modern interior design is full of opportunities and challenges. 
Moreover, with the advancement of globalization, cultural exchange and integration have become a 
common phenomenon in today's society[2-3]. In this context, the application of China traditional 
cultural elements in modern interior design has gradually attracted people's attention. The display 
forms of traditional cultural elements are diversified, and different cultural elements have different 
cultural connotations and different visual effects in front of people[4]. The application of traditional 
cultural elements in China not only shows the people the essence of China after thousands of years 
of development, but also perfectly integrates it with modern interior design to create a different 
visual aesthetic feeling and give people comfortable and beautiful living enjoyment[5]. 

This paper will discuss the application of China traditional cultural elements in modern interior 
design, and expound its unique charm and value by analyzing its application in color, pattern and 
material. The application of China traditional cultural elements in modern interior design is not only 
the inheritance and promotion of traditional culture, but also a way of cross-cultural communication 
and integration. By using the traditional cultural elements of China, modern interior design can have 
more China characteristics and cultural connotations, and improve the indoor cultural taste. 
Moreover, this integration also provides more creativity and inspiration for modern interior design, 
and promotes the development and innovation of interior design. The application of China 
traditional cultural elements in modern interior design requires designers to have a deep 
understanding of traditional culture, combine modern aesthetics and needs, and skillfully integrate 
and innovate. Designers can apply traditional cultural elements to interior design, increase the 
overall aesthetic feeling of interior design, convey some feelings to people, increase the cultural 
atmosphere of interior design, and show the unique charm of China traditional culture. 
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2. The expression of traditional cultural elements in China 
With the rapid growth of contemporary social and economic development, people's spiritual 

pursuit has undergone great changes. Therefore, in addition to giving people a comfortable and 
warm life experience, interior design should also incorporate rich cultural heritage and personality 
elements to meet the spiritual needs of modern people[6]. There are various forms of expression of 
traditional cultural elements in China. The following are some main forms: 

Language and writing: Chinese is the main language in China traditional culture, and Chinese 
characters are used as writing, which makes the inheritance and growth of China culture in a unique 
way. From ancient Oracle Bone Inscriptions and bronze inscriptions to modern simplified Chinese 
characters, the forms and expressions of Chinese characters have condensed the essence of China 
culture. 

Artistic performances: In terms of artistic performances, many elements of China traditional 
culture can be displayed, such as drama, singing and dancing, rap and so on. These performance 
forms not only have artistic value, but also are rich in multiple cultural connotations such as history, 
morality and philosophy. 

Palace festival: Palace culture is an important part of China traditional culture, which is 
manifested in various sacrificial ceremonies, celebrations and traditional festivals[7]. These 
activities not only carry forward China culture and inherit history, but also show the solemnity and 
majesty of China culture. 

Traditional handicrafts: China's traditional handicrafts, such as ceramics, paper-cutting, weaving, 
wood carving and jade carving, are also important manifestations of China's traditional cultural 
elements. With their unique shapes and functions, these handicrafts embody the wisdom and skills 
of China people. 

Traditional festivals: China's traditional festivals, such as Spring Festival, Lantern Festival, 
Tomb-Sweeping Day, Dragon Boat Festival and Mid-Autumn Festival, are not only an important 
part of China culture, but also an important form to express the traditional cultural elements of 
China[8]. Every festival has its own specific customs and celebration methods, such as posting 
Spring Festival couplets and setting off firecrackers in the Spring Festival, enjoying the moon in the 
Mid-Autumn Festival and eating moon cakes, which all reflect the values and cultural 
characteristics of China people. 

Traditional calendar: China's traditional calendar is also a manifestation of China's traditional 
cultural elements, which not only reflects China people's understanding and respect for time, but 
also reflects the naturalism in China culture. 

The application of China traditional cultural elements in modern interior design can be embodied 
in various forms, such as colors, decorative patterns, materials and techniques, and cultural symbols. 
By using these elements flexibly, modern interior design can have more China characteristics and 
cultural connotations. 

3. The application value of China traditional culture in modern interior design 
The application of China traditional cultural elements in modern interior design not only helps to 

enhance the cultural connotation and characteristics of interior design, but also provides new 
creativity and inspiration for modern interior design[9]. Specifically, the application value of China 
traditional cultural elements in modern interior design is reflected in the following aspects: 

Enhance cultural connotation and characteristics: China traditional cultural elements are an 
important embodiment of Chinese history and culture. Integrating them into modern interior design 
can make interior design more cultural connotation and characteristics. By using the elements of 
China traditional culture, it will help to endow interior design with deeper cultural connotation and 
show the charm of Chinese traditional culture. Enhance visual effect and artistic sense: China 
traditional cultural elements have unique visual effect and artistic sense. For example, Chinese 
painting, calligraphy, paper-cutting and other cultural elements have extremely high aesthetic value. 
Applying it to modern interior design can help improve the visual effect and artistic sense of the 
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interior and create a unique cultural atmosphere. Reflect fashion and individuality: Modern interior 
design pays more and more attention to fashion and individuality. Combining China traditional 
cultural elements with modern design techniques can create a more personalized space. For example, 
the ingenious use of China traditional cultural elements in the design can make the interior design 
not only reflect the modernity, but also show the designer's personality and uniqueness. Inheriting 
and carrying forward traditional culture: China traditional cultural elements are an important part of 
Chinese traditional culture. Applying them to modern interior design can not only make interior 
design more distinctive and aesthetic, but also help to inherit and carry forward Chinese excellent 
traditional culture. By using the elements of China traditional culture in the design, more people can 
know and understand the history and culture of the Chinese nation and enhance their cultural 
self-confidence. By skillfully using the elements of China traditional culture, modern interior design 
can be more distinctive and aesthetic, and it is also helpful to inherit and carry forward the excellent 
traditional culture of the Chinese nation. 

4. The application of China traditional cultural elements in modern interior design 
4.1. Application of traditional painting and calligraphy in modern interior design 

The elements of painting and calligraphy in China traditional culture, such as Chinese painting 
and calligraphy, have important application value in modern interior design[10]. These elements 
can not only enhance the cultural connotation and characteristics of interior design, but also add 
elegance and tranquility to the space. Figure 1 shows the application of traditional painting and 
calligraphy elements in interior design. 

 
Figure 1 Application of traditional painting and calligraphy elements in interior design 

Chinese painting is an important part of China traditional culture, which has unique artistic value 
and aesthetic charm. Landscape, flowers and birds, figures and other themes in Chinese painting 
can provide rich visual effects and artistic sense for modern interior design through their unique pen 
and ink skills and expressions. In interior design, Chinese painting can be used as wall decoration, 
screen hanging, decoration and other elements to create a traditional cultural atmosphere. Moreover, 
the color and composition in traditional Chinese painting can also provide new creativity and 
inspiration for interior design. Calligraphy is one of the treasures of China's traditional culture, 
which has extremely high artistic value and aesthetic significance. In interior design, calligraphy 
works can be used as wall decoration, screens, ornaments and other elements to create a quiet and 
elegant cultural atmosphere. Moreover, the pen and ink skills and composition in calligraphy works 
can also provide new creativity and inspiration for interior design. Using different fonts and 
different text arrangements can bring different visual effects and artistic sense to interior design. 
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4.2. Application of traditional patterns and patterns in modern interior design 
Patterns and patterns are very important elements in China's traditional culture. They provide 

new ideas and inspiration for modern interior design through their exquisite appearance and 
profound meaning. The application of traditional patterns and patterns can not only increase the 
visual effect of interior design, but also reflect the connotation of Chinese traditional culture. Figure 
2 shows the application of traditional patterns and patterns in interior design. 

 
Figure 2 Application of traditional patterns and patterns in interior design 

There are many kinds of traditional patterns in China, such as moire pattern, dragon pattern, 
phoenix pattern, ruyi, babao and so on, all of which contain profound cultural connotations. These 
patterns can be used in modern interior design, such as walls, floors, ceilings, furniture, curtains and 
other parts. For example, the pattern of dragon and phoenix can be used on furniture or walls, which 
means good luck; Moire can be used on curtains or chandeliers to create an elegant atmosphere. 
Moreover, the colors and lines of traditional patterns can also provide new creativity and inspiration 
for modern interior design. Chinese traditional patterns, including animals, plants and figures, are 
all formed through careful design and ingenious combination. These patterns can be used in modern 
interior design, such as walls, floors, ceilings and other parts. For example, hanging a decorative 
painting with auspicious patterns on the wall of the living room or bedroom can increase the 
warmth and beauty of the room; Laying carpets with traditional patterns on the floor can make the 
room more comfortable and beautiful. 

By skillfully using these elements, interior design can have more cultural connotation and 
characteristics, and create a quiet and elegant cultural atmosphere. Moreover, it can also provide 
new ideas and inspiration for interior design, and show the unique charm of China traditional 
culture. 

4.3. Application of traditional colors in modern interior design 
The color elements in China traditional culture, such as red, yellow and cyan, have unique 

cultural connotation and symbolic significance. These colors can be used in modern interior design 
to create a unique cultural atmosphere and visual effects. Figure 3 shows the application of 
traditional colors in interior design. 
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Figure 3 Application of traditional colors in interior design 

Red: In the traditional culture of China, red symbolizes happiness, auspiciousness and 
enthusiasm. The application of red in modern interior design can enhance the festive atmosphere 
and festive feeling in the interior. For example, in special occasions such as Spring Festival or 
wedding, the interior can be decorated red to increase the festive atmosphere; In daily life, you can 
also create a warm home atmosphere through red decorations or furniture, such as red curtains or 
red sofas. Yellow: In the traditional culture of China, yellow symbolizes imperial power and wealth, 
which means solemnity and nobility. Applying yellow to modern interior design can create a noble 
and mysterious atmosphere. For example, in luxurious interior design, yellow wallpaper or carpet 
can be used to enhance the sense of luxury indoors; In simple interior design, yellow lighting or 
decorative painting can be used to create a unique cultural atmosphere. Cyan: In the traditional 
culture of China, cyan symbolizes freshness, naturalness and calmness. The application of cyan in 
modern interior design can create a fresh and natural atmosphere. For example, setting a blue 
background wall or hanging a blue decorative painting in the living room or bedroom can make 
people feel quiet and comfortable; In the study or office space, the use of blue curtains or 
tablecloths can also create a calm and focused working atmosphere. 

By skillfully using these color elements, interior design can have more cultural connotation and 
characteristics, and create a unique visual effect and cultural atmosphere. Moreover, it can also 
provide new ideas and inspiration for interior design, and show the unique charm of China 
traditional culture. 

5. Conclusions 
China's traditional culture has a long history, continuously exporting its splendid and precious 

cultural wealth for modern interior design, which is the inspiration source and spiritual treasure 
house for the vigorous growth of modern interior design. Moreover, China traditional cultural 
elements have irreplaceable application value in modern interior design. These elements include 
colors, calligraphy and painting, patterns and patterns, which can not only provide rich visual 
effects and artistic sense for modern interior design, but also create a unique cultural atmosphere 
and characteristics. Secondly, the application of China traditional cultural elements in modern 
interior design is varied. These elements can be used in various parts of interior design, such as 
walls, floors, ceilings, furniture, curtains and so on. Finally, the application of China traditional 
cultural elements in modern interior design can not only increase the diversity and flexibility of 
design, but also inject strong spiritual connotation and characteristics into interior space. Generally 
speaking, the application of China traditional cultural elements in modern interior design can not 
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only increase the cultural connotation and characteristics of interior design, but also provide new 
creativity and inspiration for modern interior design. Moreover, interior design is also an important 
carrier of China's traditional culture inheritance, and the application of China's traditional cultural 
elements has also given new vitality to interior design, showing profound oriental charm and 
mystery. Therefore, in the future interior design, we should pay more attention to the use of China 
traditional cultural elements, so as to inject more creativity and cultural connotation into modern 
interior design. 
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